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History of CERDEP from 2006-07 to Act 284 to Present

Section 59156110

The South Carolina Child Development Education “Pilot” Program (CDEPP), began under
Proviso 1.75 of the 2006-07 Appropriations Act for the trial and plaintiff districts in the
Abbeville v. State of South Carolina lawsuit. Since that time, the South Carolina General
Assembly has expanded the authorization and funding for many of the state’s at-risk 4-year-olds

to have an opportunity to attend a full-day educational program.

Appropriations Act-Statute

Provisos-Statute

Expansion

2009-10

1.62

Poverty 90% or higher

120(A)(3)

2013-14 1.83 and 1A.34 Poverty 75% or higher
2014-15 1.78 and 1A.33 Poverty 70% or higher
Act 284 of 2014 S.C. Code § 59-156- With any funds remaining

after Abbeville and 90%
poverty districts, the program
must be expanded statewide,
with priority set in proviso.

The annual CERDEP proviso language was codified with the approval of the Read to Succeed

legislation, Act 284,

Parent and Guardian CERDEP Handbook

2018-19
Page 1




Program Goal of the Child Early Reading and Development Education Program

The goal of the CERDEP is to provide children and their families with quality preschool
experiences necessary for school success. Each program will incorporate the following:
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Requirements for Eligibility for CERDEP Enrollment

Residency

Pursuant to statute, priority for participation in CERDEP had been given to eligible children
residing in the school districts participating in the Abbeville lawsuit and participating since
2006-07. The statute directs that each year’s appropriations bill set forth the priority schedule for
other districts in the state. The eligible districts for 2017-18 are listed in Appendix B.2

Parent(s)/guardian(s) of age- and income-eligible children must provide documentation of the
children’s legal residency within a CERDEP school district.

Age Eligibility

To be eligible a child must be four years of age on or before September 1of the current school
year based on acceptable documentation, such as a birth certificate or official document from
other countries. Proof-of-age eligibility must be on file no later than the day the child begins
CERDEP.

Family Income Eligibility

Family income eligibility must be shown for enrollment: an annual family income of 185 percent
or less of the federal poverty guidelines as promulgated annually by the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services; or Medicaid eligibility. Acceptable forms of verification include the
following: notification letter to parent/guardian confirming household eligibility for free or
reduced meal benefits (not applicable for Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) schools) or a
copy of current Medicaid card. Verification of family income may include pay stubs, tax returns,
or W-2 forms.

Immunization
Documentation of the child’s immunization must be provided at enrollment.

Application Process

The parent enrolling a child must complete and submit a CERDEP application. The application
must be accompanied by a copy of the child’s proof of age eligibility, documentation of the
family income eligibility, and immunization documentation.

Screening
All children will be screened prior to the time of enrollment using the Developmental Indicators
of Assessment of Learning (DIAL-3 or DIAL-4).

Anti-Discrimination Statement

Approved CERDEP schools must comply with constitutional provisions and all federal and state
laws prohibiting discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, age, sex, or
disability in admission to, treatment in its programs and activities or need for special education

2 This Handbook is for the 2018-19 school year; however, the appropriations act for that year has not been finalized
as of the writing of this template.
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services. For further information on federal non-discrimination regulations, including Title 1X,
contact the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights at ocr@ed.gov or call 1-800-421-3481.

Operating Policies & Procedures

Attendance

Regular attendance is crucial to your child’s success. Each parent/family must agree to send their
child to the Child Development Education Program (CERDEP) for 6.5 hours of instructional
time, five days per week, 180 days a year. Exclusions from the 180 days of attendance would
include school district closures due to dangerous weather situations. A child who is chronically
tardy or absent may be released from the program.

CERDEP Hours
Each parent/family must agree to send their child to the CERDEP program for 6.5 hours of
instruction time, five days per week.

District/School Calendar
The CERDEP follows the traditional 180 day school year. The school calendar is included in
this handbook.

Tuition

No parent is required to pay tuition or fees solely for the purpose of enrolling in or attending
CERDERP. Tuition or fees may be charged for Extended-Care or Wrap-Around Care provided
when it is not part of a state
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Confidentiality

Confidentiality of information about the child and family will be maintained at all times.
Enrollment forms and all other information concerning the child and family will be accessible to
the parent/guardian, principal, teaching staff, and licensing agency. Information concerning the
child will not be made available to anyone else by any means, without the expressed written
consent of the parent/guardian.

Discipline and Guidance Policy

Providers will make use of developmentally appropriate guidance techniques and may not
allow the use of corporal punishment or severe discipline. In accordance with nonregulatory
federal guidance, exclusionary practices should not be used to reduce unwanted behavior.
Resources on appropriate strategies to reduce unwanted, and teach desired behavior can be
found here: http://www.pyramidmodel.org/. Staff members and parent(s)/guardian(s) shall sign
and date a disciplinary policy statement as required by the Department of Social Services
(DSS). The signed disciplinary policies shall be maintained on file.

Early childhood experts believe that good discipline is a learning process that involves
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http://www.hmhco.com/products/big-day-pre-k/

The benefits of developmental child assessments are the following:
Your child’s strengths and needs are clearly identified for you, your child, and the
teacher.
Teachers focus on your child as an individual and set specific goals for him or her.
Your child is observed and evaluated using a developmental checklist that is based on
the most current knowledge about how children develop and learn.
The process of evaluating your child is connected to what happens in the classroom.

Documentation from the assessment will be sent home three times per year, after approximately
the 60th and 120th day of school and at the end of the year.

Health, Wellness & Safety

Health Records
All schools shall comply with the South Carolina Department of Social Services Licensing
Regulations for Private and Public Child Care Health, Safety and Sanitation requirements.

A health record for each child shall be maintained in the school. Each health record shall include
all of the following information:
A statement, signed by the parent/guardian, of the child’s health prior to admission to the
Child Development class. (DSS Form 2900)
A current copy of the child’s immunization record signed by a physician or other health
official. This record should indicate that all required immunizations are complete as
recommended by the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control
(DHEC), or that the appropriate official has provided written proof that the child meets
either medical or religious exemption requirements; and

Each school provides a Student Handbook that has detail information on illness, medication,
minor injuries and emergencies.

Reporting of Abuse or Neglect
All schools are mandated by law to report suspicion of child abuse or neglect; the law requires
reporting the following:

Any physical injury, sexual or emotional abuse inflicted on a child other than by
accidental means by those responsible for his/her care, custody and control (with the
exception of discipline including spanking administered in a reasonable manner) shall be
construed to be abuse.

Failure to provide by those responsible for the care, custody and control of the child, the
proper or necessary support, education as required by law, medical, surgical or any other
care necessary for his/her well-being shall be classified as neglect.
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Parent/Family Involvement

The district’s early childhood program recognizes that parents and families are their child’s first
teachers. We want parents and families to be actively involved in their child’s education this
school year and for many school years to come.

Parent/Family Workshops

A series of Parent/Family workshops and/or Parenting Programs on various topics will be
offered throughout the school year. Families are strongly encouraged to attend these. The school
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Classroom Visits
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References
Act 284 S.C. Code § 59-155-110 et seq. (2014). (South Carolina Read to Succeed Act).

Act 284 S.C. Code § 59-156-110 et seq. (2014). (Child Early Reading Development and
Education Program).
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